11*              THE PATH OF EMPIRE

On Tuesday, the 5th of April, General Woodford
cabled:

Should the Queen proclaim the following before twelve
o'clock noon of Wednesday, April 6th, will you sustain
the Queen, and can you prevent hostile action by Con-
gress? " At the request of the Holy Father, in this Pas-
sion Week and in the name of Christ, I proclaim imme-
diate and unconditional suspension of hostilities in the
island of Cuba. This suspension is to become imme-
diately effective as soon as accepted by the insurgents of
that island, and is to continue for the space of six months
to the 5th day of October, 1898. I do this to give time
for passions to cease, and in the sincere hope and belief
that during this suspension permanent and honorable
peace may be obtained between the insular government
of Cuba and those of my subjects in that island who are
now in rebellion against the authority of Spain. ..."
Please read this in the light of all my previous telegrams
and letters. I believe this means peace, which the sober
judgment of our people will approve long before next
November, and which must be approved at the bar of
final history.

To this message the Secretary of State replied:

The President highly appreciates the Queen's desire
for peace. He cannot assume to influence the action of
the American Congress beyond a discharge of his con-
stitutional duty in transmitting the whole matter to
them with such recommendations as he deems necessary
and expedient.